




50   I   Parachutist, January 2010  I  uspa.org

Anticipation grew during the weekend’s preliminary jumps as 
some flyers moved to the alternate bench, slots shuffled and the sec-
tors started to look sharp. After a safety briefing and pizza dinner 
Sunday night, Monday dawned bright for several two-plane forma-
tions, leading up to the first four-plane practice jump. On Tuesday, 
the official attempts began. 

Flying for an average of two-and-a-half horizontal miles, the 
record-attempt formations drew spectators from all over Southern 
California and were a topic of a household conversation due to 
extensive print and broadcast media coverage coordinated by Raise 
the Sky and City Year. Some local residents who missed the evening 
news even reported alien sightings. 

Making it Official 
The largest formation attempted was a 73-way, but the organizers 

stayed focused on technical excellence rather than size. The eventual 
formation that participants repeated on multiple attempts was a 
68-way—a 64-way diamond with stingers on either side. Inspired by 
the immense outpouring of public support and the connection to a 
greater cause, the record team turned in a stellar performance. The 
photo-perfect moment arrived on Wednesday afternoon on the sev-
enth four-plane attempt. 

Organizers called in judges Chris Farina and Laurent Lobjoit to eval-
uate the photograph and video. Their reaction at first glance was, 
“That’s a record,” and a detailed examination of the USPA grid overlaid 
on the 68-way formation photo confirmed that every flyer was in his 
slot. The team was called to the debrief room, where participants 

were shown the jump and organizers stood up to announce the 
judges’ decision. A moment of stunned silence was broken by Brian 
Caldwell, a participant from Massachusetts, who let forth his signature 
howl of joy, instigating applause from all corners of the room. 

The History
After USPA began recognizing a wingsuit formation judging sys-

tem in July 2009, multiple state records led to this larger attempt, 
which was originally conceived as a 100-way but was redesigned to 
accommodate the number of those who were both qualified and 
able to participate. Only one year before this attempt, wingsuit fly-
ers came together for an unofficial 71-way record. However, this 
68-way is now the largest officially judged formation in the world, 
and is a tighter, more consistent formation—one which showcases 
the improvement in both jumper skill and judging standards dur-
ing the past year. 

Although USPA rules require that the formation be at least 51-per-
cent USPA members in order to be submitted as a national record, 
the many countries represented on the record team included those 
as far-flung as Japan, Russia and South Africa. The organizers hope to 
gain recognition of wingsuit records from the FAI (Fédération Aéro-
nautique Internationale), which will pave the way for a world record 
including as many countries’ participants as possible. 

When Kids Fly …
A group of City Year corps members arrived at the drop zone on 

Thursday night for the end-of-event dinner and celebration. They 

To INSpIRe

Scotty Burns



uspa.org  I  Parachutist, January 2010  I  51

suited up in Team Ill Vision wingsuits and shared their work experi-
ences with the skydivers, which elicited hundreds more dollars in 
donations and forged new friendships. As one City Year staff member 
put it, “This is so much better than a charity golf tournament!” 

As a reward for their hard work and participation, all members of 
the record team were entered into a drawing for items including a 
custom Tony Suit wingsuit, two 50-percent-off coupons for an auto-
matic activation device from Argus; and a free weekend of unlimited 
wingsuit jumping with WestCoast Wingsuits. 

Because the elementary school students visited by Raise the Sky 
were unable to come out and watch the record formation, the organi-
zation is planning a kid’s tunnel camp at iFly Hollywood to help them 

experience flight even closer to their neighborhood. What better way 
to boost a child’s confidence than giving them a taste of what skydiv-
ers do? Once they are old enough for wingsuit coaching, there will be 
plenty of room on the next-generation record team. In the meantime, 
a higher graduation rate will be even more newsworthy.

About the Author
Taya Weiss, D-27874, was the lead organizer 

of the 2009 national wingsuit record and is a  
co-founder of the skydiving non-profit organi-
zation Raise the Sky. She can be reached at 
taya@raisethesky.org.

Stephen Harrington, a talented and well-loved 
member of the record team, passed away from inju-
ries sustained in an accident after the record event. 
He was one of the best in the sky. He flew third back 
from the base on the left wing of the 68-way, the 
exact slot he wanted and earned through commit-
ted jumping. He was also on the Massachusetts 
state wingsuit formation record in July, a 25-way.

During one of the record debriefs, he got a 
round of applause from the entire team due to his 

family ’s generous contribution of support, a 
moment that brought him so much joy he called 
home about it. On the last record attempt, he 
spent the ride to altitude talking to his neighbors 
on the Otter bench about the importance of edu-
cation for underserved kids.

The record participants are proud to call Harrington 
a teammate and national wingsuit record holder.

Participants Remember Stephen Harrington
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